HOW  LOUIS  IX  MADE   THE  MONARCHY  HOLY

time on the Capetian king would not only be accepted as a legitimate
sovereign by birthright, but would be considered God's direct represen-
tative, who could do without other counsel whenever he felt himself
inspired. Thus Louis IX's saintly purity had caused his family and the
kingdom to move towards an absolute monarchy wholly foreign to the
Prankish kings. Also thanks to him France had acquired a new prestige
among the nations, the prestige of moral authority. It was natural that
he should have been canonized (in 1297) and should have become Saint
Louis. From the very moment of his death, France's poets sang of him:

Good King Louis, you held the land under yoke
To the profit of barons and of the little folk ...
To whom may poor men cry now in their woe
Since the good king is dead who loved them so?

It is hard to be the son of a saint. Philip III, the Bold, was pious, stout-
hearted and a typical knight, but France's admiration for his father para-
lysed him and made him a spiritless sovereign. During his reign and that
of his successor, Philip IV, die Fair, it was no longer the king's person who
was dominant, but the 'king's people', whom we should today call the
government departments. Philip III wound up his father's Crusade, an-
nounced that he would undertake another, and never set forth. His evil
genius was Charles d'Anjou, his uncle, to whom the Papacy had offered
the kingdom of the Two Sicilies, in the mistaken hope that Charles
would be as good a king as Louis IX. Charles involved his nephew in a
perfectly futile conflict with Aragon, for which Philip III had no desire.
In the Instructions left him by the King, his father, he read: *I teach thee
that thou beware of thine own power, that thou have war with no
Christian, and, if someone has done thee wrong, try thou several roads
to recover what is thy due before thou makest war ... And take care
that thou be well advised before starting any war, even though the cause
be greatly reasonable, and thou hast thoroughly summoned the evil-
doers and waited as long as thou shouldest .. .* In 1282, however,
Charles d'Anjou's French garrison was massacred at Palermo at the
hour of Vespers (whence die name Sicilian Vespers by which this incident
is still known) and Sicily yielded itself to Aragon, against the wishes of
the Pope. The Holy Fadier then told Philip that here was a holy cause
and diat war against Aragon would be a crusade. This campaign turned
into a miserable rout.

Yet under this reign the consolidation of die French domain con-
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